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International Seminar on the 25th Years of Cambodia Peace Building
Rule of Law and Access to Justice for Sustainable Peace, Development and Business
Organized by Pafnasastra University of Cambodia, Faculty of Law and Public Affairs (PUC-FLPA)

and The University of Tokyo, Research Center for Sustainable Peace
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Introduction

On her talk “The Danger of a Single Story”, the influential writer and feminist Chimamanda
Ngozi Adichie warns her audience against stereotypes on Africa and on Nigeria, her home country.
She deplores that many people in the United States, the country she moved to for her studies, knew
about Africa only as a “story of catastrophe,” disregarding all the positive, all the inspiring, all the
hopeful turn of events occuring on the continent. She adds an insightful comments on stereotypes,
stating that “the problem with stereotypes is not that they are untrue, but that they are incomplete.”

Cambodia is often described with this narrative of catastrophe. This developing country and
emerging democracy is known for recovering from a tyrannical regime that killed 25% of its
population only a few decades ago and left an open wound on the Khmer (Cambodian) society along
with thousands of landmines which continue to make victimes nowadays. Economically speaking
and among the ASEAN countries only, Cambodia ranks last in terms of GDP PPP per capita
according to a study from the IMF published this year. Nonetheless, it is important to look beyond.
Cambodia is also a country rich of its ancient history, attracting tourists from all around the world
who come to visit the ruins of the Angkor temples. It is also rich in its modern culture with its
national gastronomy, its dances, its folklore and much more richness that cannot be taken into
account when solely looking at its development. When thinking of Cambodia and the issues it is
facing in its development, one must also see the multiplicity of stories within the country in order to
understand its complex reality.

Our study trip to Cambodia in November 2018 was meant to introduce us to the multiplicity
of issues, of solutions, and of ways to look at Cambodia. This report aims to explore through the
summary of the activities performed there, and our afterthoughts about them, how to understand the

situation in Cambodia in the year 2018.
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Appendix: Full Schedule

Wed 31 October Arrived in Phnom Penh

Thu 1 November | Central Market and Wat Phnom

Day 1
(Day 1) International Seminar on “The 25th Year of Cambodian Peace Building:

Rule of Law and Access to Justice for Sustainable Peace, Development

and Business” at Sunway Hotel

Fri 2 November Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC)

(Day 2) : :
Research and Education Center for Japanese Law in

Cambodia(CJLC),Nagoya University in Royal University of Law and
Economics (RULE) ,discussion with Professor Tamagaki Shoichiro.

Lunch and free time at Aeon Mall

Discussion with Mr. Koji Tezuka, advisor of Shanti Volunteer
Association(SVA)

Sat 3 November | Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum, Royal Palace and Silver Pagoda
(Day 3) : : o :
Committee for Free and Fair Elections in Cambodia (COMFREL),
discussion with Mr. Kim Chhorn, acting director.

Flight to Siem Reap

Dinner with Khmer dancing performance

Sun 4 November | UNESCO Angkor World Heritage(Angkor Wat, Angkor Thom/Bayon
(Day 4) Temple and Ta Prohm Temple)

Mon 5 November | Lawasia Conference on “Business, Human Rights and Environment”
(Day 5) : :
Angkor Hospital for Children

SUSUa factory in Kchass village and filed visit

Flight to Phnom Penh and Narita/Tokyo, end of the trip
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Chapter 1

International Seminar on “The 25th Year of Cambodian

Peace Building: Rule of Law and Access to Justice

for Sustainable Peace, Development and Business”

Organized by

Panfiasastra University of Cambodia, Faculty of Law and Public Affairs (PUC-FLPA)
The University of Tokyo, Research Center for Sustainable Peace

The seminar on “The 25th Year of Cambodian Peace Building: Rule of Law and Access to
Justice for Sustainable Peace, Development and Business” was held at Sunway Hotel on November
1st 2018 demonstrated that there were still issues at stake in Cambodia. The moderator of the
seminar was Prof. Phun Vidjia, Assistant Dean of Faculty of Law and Public Affairs, Pafifiasastra
University of Cambodia (PUC). The conference started with opening remarks by H.E Hidehisa
Horinouchi, Japan’s Ambassador to the Kingdom of Cambodia, in Japanese and Khmer languages.
The speech was followed by a video message from Mr. Yasushi Akashi, former UNTAC! Special
Representative, and then by a keynote speech by Dr. Yasunobu Sato, Professor of The University of
Tokyo (UTokyo), Advisor of Nagashima, Ohnno & Tsunematu (NO&T), and former UNTAC
Human Rights Officer

First, Phun Vidjia introduced the panel of presenters, and then as an opening remark
announced the theme for the seminar, Business and Human Rights, as well as the most important key
terms which were rule of law and access to justice. He then emphasised the need and responsibility

to protect the poorest people, but also to consolidate a global network with the hope that Cambodia,

! UNTAC: United Nations Transitional Authority in Cambodia
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as a democratic nation, could address all those issues. He concluded his remark wishing that the
seminar would serve as a constructive discussion for the future of the country.

Following the opening remark, the ambassador of Japan Mr. Horinouchi made a greeting
speech in both Japanese and Khmer. He mentioned with satisfaction how for 25 years the UNTAC
has contributed to the recovery of Cambodia and in the construction of a global peace. He then noted
that current Japanese government expressed its engagement to support the construction of the
transparent, fair and strong rule of law in Cambodia as it expressed so in a recent talk on Japanese-
Cambodian bilateral relations. Finally, he wished for the good results of this seminar and for a good
continuation in Cambodia’s efforts to develop and for the support towards its development from the
specialists present at the event.

Next, Mr. Akashi, interviewed by Prof. Sato in a video displayed at the seminar, discussed of
the support brought by the UNTAC in the past 25 years, as well as the remaining issues that need to
be solved, mentioning notably Japan’s support for a better access to justice in Cambodia. He
mentioned again how the UNTAC backed the first general elections of the country, which were a big
success with a participation rate of over 90%. He added however that it will not be possible to
promote democracy overnight, but that the relevant organizations will continue to make constant
efforts in the years to come, and this through peaceful means. He concluded wishing that the rule of
law and democracy will become common more and more a ground among people, along with the
future development of the country.

The last remark of the first part of this seminar was given by Prof. Sato. First, he outlined
Japan’s ODA assistance to Cambodia’s development, which was conducted notably by the JICA. He
further pointed out that access to justice and human security were requirements of a democratic
society, and besides that a peaceful stability, development and social awareness concerning human
rights protection were all required to serve such purpose. Thereafter, he touched on the concept of

the SDGs which is now a common consensus worldwide, taking the example of SDG 16 “Peace,
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Justice and Strong Institutions” and 17 “Partnerships for the Goals” to denote that not only
Cambodia but Japan needs to be actively involved. Given that the problem at present is with
governance and institutions, establishing a network that enables cooperation between NGOs and
lawyers as a solution to promoting the rule of law, independence of the judiciary branch, access to
justice, and promotion of a democratic society as well as supporting the training of lawyers from

both Japan and Cambodia by the JFBA? seem to him effective means to reach those goals.

The second part consisted of a panel discussion to discuss on the rule of law and the access to
justice in Cambodia. This time the moderator was Prof. Kong Phallack, Dean of Faculty of Law and
Public Affairs, Pafinasastra University of Cambodia (PUC). Each panelist made a presentation:

- “Achievements and Issues on Rule of Law in Cambodia” by Mr. Issei Sakano (Independent
consultant/former JICA expert of Legal and Judicial Development Project);
- “New Perspective for Rule of Law: Business and Human Rights” by Ms. Akiko Sato,

Attorney at Law, Ex-Guest lecturer at RULE; and

- “Cambodian Efforts and Japanese Cooperation for Access to Justice in Asia” by Mr. Kong

Sam Onn, Attorney at law, member of the Council of Jurists.

Mr. Issei Sakano described the rule of law with six essential principles:

1. The rules should be set up in advance;

2. The rules should be defined in general terms;

3. The rules should be known and understood;

4. A requirement cannot be impossible for the people;

5. The rule should apply equally to everyone;

6. There should be mechanisms and (judiciary) institutions to enforce the rule.

Z Japan Federation of Bar Associations
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In Cambodia, he then continued, the lack of open discussion, of a free environment to
discuss, and the still weak implementation of the law despite good results in its enforcement are still
preventing Cambodia from entering the rule by law, a rule in which law protects the citizens from
abuses. As a result, Cambodia ranks 112 out of the 113 surveyed countries (only before Venezuela
thus) in the global ranking of the rule of law, a clear evidence that much efforts need to be made for
the country to detain a strong, uncorrupted and independent legal structure.

Mr. Sakano encouraged the audience to interpret his rather theoretical speech in order to
understand the tangible issues it connects with. The absence of a rule of law in Cambodia is the
source of many possible infringements in the country’s development, from government to corporate
abuses. The difficulty to enforce the laws and protect human rights facilitate law infringements for
companies to reduce their production cost for example, or for the government to conduct political
arrests. Hopefully, legal solutions are flowing into the country from both domestic and international
sources to prevent such misconducts and to strengthen the legislative branch in the country.

Prof. Saburo Takizawa, President of Asian Network on Refugees and International Protection
(ANRIP), offered the closing remark, using his knowledge, his experience and a complicated
diagram to connect what has been discussed with the situation on refugees from a human security

perspective.
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Chapter 2

Law Asia Conference on “Business, Human Rights and Environment”

The Law Asia Conference on “Business, Human Rights and Environment” (HR&E) was
held in Siem Reap on November 5th 2018. After introductory remarks by Mr Christopher Leong,
President of Law Asia and representative of Malaysia, and of Mrs Gallianne Palayret from the Office
of the United Nations High Commissioner for Human Rights and representative of Cambodia, the
discussion opened to a panel of moderators and speakers. The moderators were Prof. Yasushi
Higashizawa, from Meijigakuin University, Graduate School of Law, representative of Japan and
Co-Chair of Law Asia Human Rights Section and Mr. Matthew Baird Asian Research Institute for
Environmental Law, representative of Thailand and Deputy Chair of Law Asia Environmental Law
Subcommittee. The Speakers were Ms. Gaythri Raman from LexisNexis Southeast Asia and
representative of Malaysia, Dr. Vicky Bowman from Myanmar Centre for Responsible Business and
representative of Myanmar, and Mr. Louis-Bernard Buchman from the French National Bar Council
and representative of France.

It is interesting to note that out of the six members of the panel at that seminar to discuss on
legal issues in Southeast Asia, there were two American, two French, one Japanese, and two
Malaysian people. Local representation by lawyers and advisors from the concerned nations is still
lacking in such seminars on legal issues at stake with the region’s economic development.

The presenters discussed the difficulties to encourage the consideration for human rights and
the environment before and while a foreign company operates in Southeast Asia. Mrs Palayret
mentioned three key terms on the topic, “Protect, Respect and Remedy.” She also also mentioned the
UNGP on Business and Human Rights, a non-binding document that can serve as a reference, as well

as the 2018 draft of a new treaty which will render terms on Human Right legally internationally
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binding and can already serve for companies to prepare themselves for its ratification. Finally, she
mentioned how the academics could also contribute to HR&E, in particular anthropologists in
contact with the populations where a company wants to get implemented.

Another interesting comment of the conference was made by Mr. Buchman. He mentioned a
new French legislation which has extraterritorial reach, as it aims to punish large MNC with a branch
in France which would infringe basic human rights in any country they operate. Such a law can be
and in fact has been used by NGOs and lawyers and advisors, working in the foreign corporation
implementation in Southeast Asia. Such a law can serve as preemptive dissuasion, to advise on

changes or to try to punish wrong behaviors.
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Chapter 3

Conflict, Massacre, Human Rights and Democracy in Cambodia

1.Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia (ECCC)

It is impossible to grasp the intricacy of Cambodia’s culture and society in a week, yet one
event in its recent history certainly left a clear open wound: Pol Pot’s Khmer Rouge regime of 1975-
1979. In this short timespan the Communist Party of Kampuchea lead a tyrannic, paranoiac and
repressive regime, killing about 25% of the Cambodian population in what is now known as the
Cambodian genocide and destroying so many aspects of Cambodian culture and society. Artists,
intellectuals, politicians, ethnic minorities were among the victims of the Khmer Rouge. Movies such
as The Killing Fields or First they killed my father based on true stories are good resources to
understand the horror of those times. Most Cambodians lost members of their family, of their
neighbors, of their co-workers.

Nowadays the trauma of the regime is palpable in Cambodia. It is present also in the stories
of the survivors, notably in the literature of the country and maybe particularly the one translated into
English in which autobiographies relating the atrocities of those years occupy the central role. Even
watching Khmer Apsara dances, one is reminded that those gracious movements nearly disappeared
as only a handful of teachers survived the Khmer Rouge assassinations. Demographically, one can
quickly notice by just looking around that there are very view old people in Cambodia; the genocide
and repressions have dug a hole in the country which is still being filled to this day.

The perpetrators of the crimes committed by the Khmer Rouge are being prosecuted since
2005, when the ECCC (Extraordinary Chambers in the Courts of Cambodia), which we visited
during the trip, entered into force. The board of judges is constituted by four Cambodian and three

international judges (from France, South Korea and Tanzania). One Khmer and the Tanzanian judge
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are however reserve judges. Forty years after the genocide, the justice methodically investigates the
different cases brought on the leaders of the former regime in order to judge who if they can be
charged for crimes against humanity, genocide and grave breaches of the Geneva Conventions of
1949. All the discussions and the evidence of the trials are translated into Khmer, English and
French.

A few days after the study trip, the case 002/02 against two former Khmer Rouge leaders
ended with life imprisonment sentences for them. The other trials will continue for a few more years.
The ECCC is an interesting and important example of a joint effort both domestic and international
to bring justice in a country still struggling to implement the rule of law. Not only legally but
culturally, the Khmer Rouge trials can be seen as a fair conclusion of this terribly dark and

traumatising national chapter.

2.Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum

Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum was initially called S21 and was a school before becoming a state
prison and torture center during the Khmer Rouge tyrannical regime. Divided in block from A to D,
this prison was used by Pol Pot's Regime to interrogate, imprison and execute about 20.000 people
between 1975 and 1979.

The Khmer Rouge envisioned Cambodia as a communist agricultural society, and therefore
forced people from the cities to migrate to rural areas to engage in agriculture. Phnom Penh, the
capital, thus became nearly empty in those years. As they represented a threat to the communist
governance and a nuisance for the rural, labor-based society desired, most intellectuals and artists
were arrested and captured. In addition to that, the Polpot government pursued extreme policies such
as abolition of monkhood, of currency, of education and medical treatment...

After the invasion by the Vietnamese in 1979, the Pol Pot regime soon collapsed. Although

the exact figure of the number of people massacred in Cambodia is unknown, it is said that about 3
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million people died because of the regime. In S21 it is thought that fewer than 20,000 people were
accommodated, but only eight of them survived. In fact, two were present at the museum site, selling
their autobiographies and ready to discuss with the visitors.

The museum kept the scary atmosphere of the prison. Beds and dresses used for interrogation
are left intact. There are black stains on the bottom of the bed, blood stains from interrogations. In
one room, photographs of 14 people who were killed when the Porpot army escaped from S21 at the
end are adorned. In another tower, the room in which the inmates were actually housed has been left
as it was. In a final room, the torture instruments and many photos of soldiers/inmates were
displayed on panels. A barbed wire to prevent suicide is set up in the outer corridor, and in the
prison, observers visited every ten minutes and as soon as a noise is heard, the responsible was
punished. Our guide told us at the museum about his family story during the Pol Pot regime, when he
was just a child. His family tried to escape from a Pol Pot dominated area but the father was caught
by soldiers. Luckily, he was safely released after 13 months. The trick was to answer "I do not
understand" to every question. It seems to be good not to use difficult words such as those used by

intellectuals, so that the soldiers do not become suspicious.
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A room of Tuol Sleng Genocide Museum in Phnom Penh, a former school converted into a detention

and torture center during the Khmer Rouge regime
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3. Committee for Free and Fair Elections in Cambodia (COMFREL),
discussion with Mr. Kim Chhorn

The COMFREL has hold the important role of an independent committee observing the good
proceedings of the Cambodian elections since 1993. After the fall of the Khmer Rouge regime in
1979 and the withdrawal of the Vietnamese occupation forces in 1989, Cambodia drafted its
constitution in 1993 under international scrutiny and vowed to be a democratic nation. Since then, it
has held national and since 2002 communal elections, every five years for each. Over the years
however, the same party won the elections again and again: the Cambodian People’s Party (CPP)
which first appeared as an opposition party from within the one of the Khmer Rouge. The CCP came
to power in 1998 at the second national elections. Twenty years later, polls predicted their first defeat
but eventually they won again.

Mr. Kim Chhorn from the COMFREL explained to us the details of the role of the
committee in the election observation. The whole process takes nine months and start way ahead of
the actual election day. First voters and parties need to be able to register for voting and receiving
votes, respectively. Afterwards public information, which is to say the media but also individuals or
organizations through social media and other means, distributes the parties’ programs and political
lines. The COMFREL thus needs to monitor if the politicians in campaign and the media dispose of
the freedom to speak and publish. The committee also monitors the cooling day, which is the last day
before the elections when politicians are not allowed to campaign anymore. Then on the day of the
elections members of the COMFREL and volunteers, between 6-15.000 in 2013, would observe the
good proceedings of the election at the voting polls. Afterwards during the counting, they would be
present as well to sample the result in order to assess statistically if the results announced by the

official media are reliable. At last, they watch over the transfer of power from one party to another.
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Ahead of the 2018 election however, the Center for Free and Fair Elections (COMFREL) was
declared illegal and prevented from observing the elections for it was linked by the ministry council
with the color revolution that occured in the Middle East and Eastern Europe. Besides, the major
opposition party, the Cambodia National Rescue Party (CNRP), was dissolved by the ruling
government in 2017 and his leader jailed for suspicion of a coup. In this context, without the
committee to observe the election and without the major opposition party to run, the elections of
August were considered uncompetitive by many countries. Outside pressure, particularly from the
European Union and the United States, did not however alter the CPP claim for victory. In fact, they
have won not the mere majority, but 100% of the seats at the National Assembly. They have now
started to amend election laws, party laws, constitutional laws and other legal pillars of democracy.

Such a new swing towards authoritarianism in post-Khmer Rouge Cambodia promises
possible future conflicts over power and over the wish for democratic freedom, which could trigger a
civil war or other kinds of domestic conflicts slowing down again Cambodian development. The
political situation in Cambodia thus deserves close observation by the COMFREL domestically, but

also by international institutions and foreign governments.
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Chapter 4

Cambodian Development and Japan’s Cooperation

1. Royal University of Law and Economics (RULE) and the Research and Education Center
for Japanese Law, discussion with Mr. Tamagaki Shoichiro
As part of its Asian Satellite Campuses program, Nagoya University is present at the Royal
University of Law and Economics in Phnom Penh. There, detached professors from the Nagoya
University offer to the interested law students of RULE to undertake intensive learning of Japanese
language and also teaches them Japanese law. We discussed with them in Japanese, could also see
their homework and how many kanji they were asked to remember after only one or two years of
studies, as well as their Research and Education Center where there were hundreds of Japanese
materials displayed for them to study Japanese applied to law, history, society and other topics. It
was surprising to find there, abroad in Cambodia, such specialised books and documents in Japanese,
some of them also used by professors at the University of Tokyo to teach Japanese law students.
Finally, when asked why Nagoya University puts emphasis on such overseas education, Prof.
Shoichiro answered that it is part of the university brand strategy. Even for national universities,
there has been a fierce survival competition in the recent years as the amount of support money from

the government continues to decrease.

2. SUSU factory in Kchass village and home visit

On the other side, the visit of Susu factory makes you feel hopeful for Cambodia. There a
Japanese intern student makes you visit the different poles of the factory where they are making
different kinds of accessories and clothing. He explains with slides about the particular features of

Susu, which he sometimes calls a NGO, sometimes a company. Not only do they aim to hire poor
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women for the countryside, arguably the most vulnerable people to poverty, but they also aim to
teach them literacy, money management and job hunting skills so that after two years their factory
workers can graduate and continue on to live better lives. Meanwhile, they pay them 120$ per month
(in Cambodia people use American dollars and the devalued Cambodian Riel together), which is four
times higher than the average salary of the farmers living around.

The visit continues a few kilometers away, inside the house of one of the factory workers.
Visitors are thus exposed to what is undeniably poor housing: a house built on wooden stilts with a
thatched roof, planks with holes on the floor and a breeze passing through the walls of hay and metal
sheets. Inside there are no walls, but a piece of fabric demarking a space where one child went to
hide and play with his mother’s mascara during our time there. On the corners, piles of clothes,
Buddhist altars, a (fake) Gucci bag and Disney toys, drawings. Then we could ask questions to the
mother of the employee, who was surrounded by her children and grandchildren, all in all about ten
people living in this one room little house. At night, they all sleep together there, but the father sleeps
under the house, in the garden. Afterwards, we return to the factory and the visit ends once more in
the small shop beside the factory, the only building equipped with air conditioning. Visitors might
buy a pair of shoes or a bag and feel happy to support such noble enterprise and to support a family
like the one they have just met.

Susu company creates designed products that compete with any other company, while adding
extra value to their products by letting the buyers know about the efforts they make to better the life
of poor rural Cambodian women with both statistics and descriptions, and emotional commitment
through the home visit. This corporate approach presents the benefits of a win-win situation and
direct empowerment of their employees, offering direct benefits for the employees, but also a
systemic change in the sense that this salary empower the poorest people, allowing them to decide of
their future and to bring change to their family and community. Charity and corporate contribution

offer different approaches for both direct help and fostering systemic, sustainable changes.
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While it is undeniable that it brings a tangible help to those women, one might question the
wages offered by the Salasusu company. Created as an NGO, Salasusu has now everything of a
company, a company moreover with an excellent CSR. Yet, while it advertises the high salaries it
gives to its factory employees, those remain way under the legal minimum wage. Indeed, Salasusu
pays its employees about 100 $ (our guide mentioned 120 $ but employees support expenses such as
insurance, training or meals is taken from their salary). According to the Cambodian ministry of
labour, the legal minimum monthly wage for workers in textiles and footwear industry as of January
2018is 170 $.

In the meantime that Susu presents its wages as way higher than the ones of other rural jobs
around the factory, their wage remains way below the national legal minimum wage. As so, the life-
skill training they provide might not suffice to help their workers moving to Phnom Penh or other
cities, as in those comparatively expensive areas they would hardly survive there by themselves, let
alone if they have a family, with their earnings from the factory. Contacted for further explanation,
the staff at Susu never gave a reply. Maybe the women are working part time, or more ethically and
less hours than in usual textile factories where extra hours are often unpaid. This issue needs further
research and discussion in order to assess the legitimacy of Susu as an agent of sustainable and

systemic development.

SUSU worker’s house in the village of Kchass, near Siem Reap
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3. Angkor Hospital for Children

Angkor Hospital for Children was founded in 1999 by a Japanese photographer, Kenro lzu,
saddened by the death of a Cambodian child the age of his daughter for lack of access to treatment.
He raised funds abroad and came back to Cambodia to fund this hospital which has now been saving
children’s lives for about twenty years. On their website, they describe their mission as “creating a
sustainable, replicable model of a healthcare institution that provides high quality, compassionate
care.”

The hospital indeed directly cures children, but it also educates children and their families
around Siem Reap in order to prevent diseases. Besides, while its subsistence is based on foreign
charity, 98% of the more than 500 staff (doctors, nurses, and non-medical staff) is Cambodian, some
of them medical students from Cambodian universities. The hospital is thus undertaking health
education and fostering local action in the health sector, two sustainable and systemic approaches to
development.

In terms of funding, the hospital still relies on foreign generosity. The narrative at the visitor
center of Angkor Hospital for Children makes you feel sorry for Cambodia. The introduction video,
the Q&A with the staff, the small museum and the visit of the hospital itself demonstrate at the same
time the need for such hospital in Siem Reap and its efficiency. They highlight the poor healthcare
options in the country and how the hospital has brought changes by offering free pediatric healthcare
for so many poor and sick children and health counselling for many. The hospital follows the
classical narrative of charity. The visit ends where it starts, in the visitor center, where visitors are
bombarded with incentives for donations and shopping in order to support the hospital. All the way
the Khmer lady who guide visitors around with her perfect English maintains her flattering tone,
saddened expression marked by her curved eyebrows and her humble posture with her hands joint

together.
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Chapter 5

Culture and Life of Cambodia

1. Aeon Mall

There are currently 8 Aeon Mall in ASEAN, dispatched between Cambodia, Vietham and
Indonesia. The one we visited in Phnom Penh was the first one implanted by the Japanese company
in the country. The inside of the mall is quite similar to the ones which can be found in Japan in
terms of lineup, brands and design. However, there is a food court with diverse dishes mostly from
around Cambodia and Asia where one can eat a delicious and clean lunch for about 5 USD (one of
the two currencies used in the country). Such price remain high for a large part of the Cambodian
society where the minimum wage is merely 170$, and therefore eating out at the Aeon Mall might be
mostly reserved to white collars. However, there were also a cheaper cafeteria on the floor below
where more people were eating at an open kitchen.

The variety of food supplies offered at the supermarket of the mall was interesting too.

Indeed, it mixed Japanese brands like Top Value ( kv Z77\1) 1) with the labels written in Japanese
next to fresh fishes, fruits and vegetables from around the capital and also next to salads made right
there at the mall. The prices there seemed reasonable, targeting the general population of Phnom
Penh. Then at the consumer electronics corner, there were Japan-made fridges and microwaves with

Japanese seals on them, and also some Korean and Chinese brands.

2. Central Market
The Central Market of Phnom Penh can boast of a very large space in which are displayed a
plethora of fruits, fishes and other fresh products that would not be found in Japan. There, one can

see carps and catfishes, or shrimps of a size difficult to spot in Japan. Besides food products, there
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are plenty other treasures sold in this market, from wooden Buddha statues to plenty of clothes and
accessories with fake brands on them. While this market was originally only for the people of Phnom
Penh and indeed its food section remains for serving this purpose, large sections of it developed
nowadays to sell souvenirs and other items to the tourists. Yet, there were not so many tourists over
there when we visited, so one could wonder how those shops support themselves. Walking by the
market is a whole experience for the nose, as one is subjected to the smells of the animals displayed
in the hot temperature, of the different trashes and the strong smell of the water drainage. Yet, many
locals seemed to enjoy eating out in the open cafeteria at the middle of the market, buying their food
from the different stands around. While one might be worried about the food freshness, in fact there
is are frequent quality management controls on the market set by the government. Also, many sellers
were able to brag about their products and the cheap price at which they were selling them in

Japanese, English and other languages.
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Chapter 6

Reflection and Analysis

There are words that are easy to understand in their vague definition, but extremely complex
to comprehend when closely looked at. Beneath the superficial generic meaning of a word often lies
layers of potent meanings debated culturally, economically, linguistically or politically, layers of
irreconcilable images which vary greatly historically and geographically. Poverty is such a word.
While the main agent of poverty is the lack of money, the holistic understanding of poverty requires
to examine many more parameters in order to understand why someone, a community, a nation does
not possess this stable access to sufficient capital. Thus parameters such as race, gender, education,
political and geopolitical situation, and many more connected factors are all accountable for the
creation and maintenance of poverty, and therefore necessary to look at when reflecting on that
concept.

Discussing poverty requires precaution in order to avoid falling either in condescendence or
superficial sympathy. But poverty is a reality which according to the world bank affected 1.2 billion
people in the world in 2012, and therefore a much needed subject of discussion. Besides, poverty is
always comparative. Poverty implies inferiority, inequality, unbalance. More and more also, poverty
is studied and tackled systematically. Teva Sienicki, president & CEO of a non-profit, explained in a
Ted Talk in 2016 titled “We can end poverty, but this is why we haven't” two big issues when
approaching poverty. After years working to solve poverty in her city, she concludes that “too often
we focus on the immediate human needs without addressing the issues that create them” and that “we
need to stop placing the burden of escaping poverty on the individuals experiencing it, and start

breaking down the crushing systems that keep people there.” Observing the origins of poverty and
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being able to acknowledge the large system that induces it are thus the requirements to efficiently
beat poverty.

During this study trip in Cambodia we witnessed manifestations of poverty in obvious ways,
from children selling postcards around the Angkor sites at school hour times to people begging on
the streets of Siem Riep. However, our observations also showed the diversity of the reality for
people living in the country. The Cambodian middle class for example keeps on expanding. Walking
around the capital, the richest hub of the country, one can glimpse at the middle-class youth going
out for craft beers and playing darts at night in new trendy bars. There are university students with
prospects for great jobs and future not abroad, but in Cambodia. There are salary men and women
going to eat at the shopping mall or down the street in a street food restaurant after work. There are
traffic jam in Phnom Penh in the evening, after working hours. Middle-class is on the stable rise in
Cambodia and more and more people in the cities can afford buying their own apartment. With a
stable 7% GDP growth, Cambodian economy promises to carry more and more people out of poverty
and into stable and sustainable lifestyles. More, since 2016 Cambodia has come to be considered as a
lower-middle income economy by the World Bank Group and a global example of resilience as it
recovered from civil war while efficiently fighting poverty. The life condition is changing rapidly in
Cambodia and in the capital one can already witness a lifestyle very similar to the one in developed
countries’ cities.

We could also witness that people who are in poverty and maybe in extreme poverty are not
all desperate. While child beggars to mention them again are a sad manifestation of poverty which
needs to be dealt with, they do not account for the totality of experiences of poverty. Most poor
people have a job, live in a house, poorly built maybe yet in a house, with their family, surrounded
by a community of friends and acquaintances. Such was the case for example of the young woman
working in Salasusu factory on the Cambodian countryside, whose house and family we visited as

part of the tour. One could feel the warm wind through the wooden walls, and a mere piece of fabric
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hanged in a corner was used to delimitate the space of this one-room house where about ten people
seemed to be living. Their living conditions are by far lower than in developed country, yet they live
peacefully their everyday life in ways altogether very close to the typical lifestyles in rich countries:
wake up in the morning to go to work, have lunch with coworkers and dinner at night with the
family, take care of their children and spend time with them on their time off. To fight poverty in
Cambodia is thus also about finding solutions for those people to step from minimum wage to living
wage, from poor housing and poor access to clean water and electricity to stable and affordable
access to those basics commaodities.

Closely related to the previous point, fighting poverty implies more complex solutions than
charity. This may sound obvious for many people, yet it deserves to be noted. VVoluntourism, the
popular trend among students from developed country to go to Cambodia or other countries to
volunteer and do tourism at the same time, is more and more analyzed as counterproductive for a
sustainable development. Going to teach English for a month, or to build a school for a few hours per
day and then rest in a three or four stars hotel may sound like a great and meaningful trip to
Cambodia, yet all experts would agree that traveling as a (responsible) tourist and donating money to
NGOs so that Cambodian teachers and construction workers can do the work themselves is a way
more sustainable approach to development. Similarly, giving money to a child begging in Angkor,
rather than supporting a NGOs working with education for example, is not altogether beneficial for
the child, but rather encouraging him to continue begging instead of going to school, a certainly
unsustainable lifestyle.

Poverty must be dissociated from sadness or despair. Poor people may be happy, which does
not mean they do not deserve better living conditions. Instead, one might want to understand poverty
as a dangerous enhancer of despair, as poor people are more exposed to risks such as disease, death,
or malnutrition, which at their turn cause despair. Besides, there are elements of Cambodians society

such as the food culture, the community warmth, the rich folklore, which cannot be accounted when
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we look at factors such as poverty or development, yet which make up for an important part of the
country’s richness. American-Cambodian author Loung Ung marvellously describes such richness
through her words in her autobiographical novel Lulu in the sky.

To go back to Teva Sienicki’s words, “too often we focus on the immediate human needs
without addressing the issues that create them.” We can denote two opposite approaches to fighting
poverty. The first one is charity, the act of giving money without expecting anything in return but for
the money to help a cause. The second approach is the corporate one, investing money and other
resources with the purpose of making profit, while also helping workers and sometimes the
surrounding community to develop. One could denote more approaches to help, such as legal pro
bono (professional volunteering). The study trip has highlighted the importance of the plurality of
approaches in order to contribute to the development of Cambodia.

This study trip in Cambodia has made me more aware of the particular issues connected to
development in this country and also more engaged into researching about them. It also opened my
eyes on the variety of meanings of the words “poverty” or “development,” pressing me to find my
own definitions with all that | have been witnessing. Besides, it made me wonder about my own
position in the world, or in other words what life | could lead that would contribute, at my own
humble scale, to the stepping
out of poverty of people in
developed countries, to the
maintenance of sustainable
peace through strong and fair
governance and development
through strong economy and

redistribution.

Traffic jam in one of the central axes of Phnom Penh at around 5 pm
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Playing darts at a beer bar in Phnom Penh
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Conclusion

In conclusion of this report, in the year 2018, Cambodia is the theatre of many forces in
control of its development. Politically, the CPP-lead government has maintained its stronghold on
power through authoritarian procedures which endangers the social stability of the country that has
already suffered much from an authoritarian regime in its recent history. Culturally, the trauma of the
Cambodian genocide is very present and affecting the contemporary culture, while the traditional
culture of the country generates work for artists or people working in tourism. It remains to be
studied what new contemporary forms the arts and literature of the country are taking. Legally, the
Khmer Rouge leaders are now judged one after another and the country is on its way to reach the
rule of law, yet law implementation remains insufficient and leaves space for political and economic
forces alike to abuse the rights of Cambodian civilians. Economically then, many positive initiatives
can be observed around the country which beneficiates of a high GDP growth and the creation of a
large middle-class. Still, the country’s economic development is slowed by the lack of strong
legislations, which announces not only risks of human right infringements, but also of predictable
damages for the environment. Socially at last, the lack of social measures such as healthcare forces
Cambodia to remain relyant on charity from abroad and represent a threat to human security, while

the lack of a strong legislative branch causes corporate abuses such as unpaid extra hours.
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Postscript and Thanks Remarks

This report was written by two students who took part in the HSF Cambodia Study Tour, 25th
anniversary of Cambodia Peacebuilding. I believe that the students seriously cared about the current
situation and problems in Cambodia and deepened their learning. It is a valuable field work to study
human security for students advised with notable professors on human security, refugees and
Cambodia. Two participating students are expected to utilize their knowledges and experiences of
the study tour for their career and future of Cambodia with remember gratitude to the people who
took care of them in the tour. I highly expect this study tour should contribute to human resource
development and empowerment for the next generation who will be actors to realize human security
and sustainable development/SDGs.

I would like to express my sincere thanks to Professor Yasunobu Sato of the University of Tokyo,
and the vice president of HSF, organizer of the study tour, and Professor Saburo Takizawa, Visiting
Professor of the Graduate School of Toyoeiwa University. Professor Sato have long career for
Cambodia including human rights expart at UNTAC. He is a leading academic of human security
and peace building. He fostered and trained a lot of human resources including Professor Kong
Phallack Pafinasastra University of Cambodia, co-organizer of the International Seminar on “The
25th Year of Cambodian Peace Building initiated by Professor Sato. Professor Saburo Takizawa is a
leading academic on refugee research. He was appointed UNHCR Japan Representative, and
currently serves Japan for UNHCR as Chairman of the Board of Directors. | myself is an academic
on studied human security and international development, especially SDGs. | have contributed to the
peace and development of Cambodia through NGOs, the government of Cambodia and Japan and
Royal University of Phnom Penh for quarter century. As advisor of HSF Cambodia study tour, under
the guidance of Dr. Yasunobu Sato, | planned and managed this study tour, advised the students, and
supervised this report. 1 also contributed to the international seminar as a designated discussant.

Finally, I sincerely would like to show my deepest gratitude to all the people who took care of us;
Notably Professor Kong Phallack and Pafinasastra Sutra University , H.E. Hidehisa Horinouchi,
Ambassador Extraordinary and Plenipotentiary and the Embassy of Japan in Cambodia, Professor
Shinichiro Tamaki and Nagoya University, Center for Japanese Law and Education Research
(CJLC), in the Royal Legal Economy University (RULE), Mr. Kim Chhorn of COMFREL Mr.
Kenta Aoki and SUSU, Mr. Koji Tezuka, Adviser of Shanti Volunteer Association (SVA) and
Peace in Tour Co., Ltd.. I would like to extend my sincere appreciation to all the people concerned.

For a quarter century since the UNTAC general election, Cambodia has been stepping up its path
from reconstruction to autonomous development in cooperation with the international community,
including Japan. They enjoy favorable economic growth while face various difficulties. | wish for the
human security and sustainable development based on freedom and democracy in Cambodia.

Masato Noda
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